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General uptick in poisonings
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date
Headline: Opioid-related poisonings are on the rise. You can help.
[City, State] — Opioid-related poisonings are on the rise in [City/County]. Fentanyl, a strong and fast-acting synthetic opioid, is the main reason for the increase. 
Fentanyl is in drugs like heroin, methamphetamine, and fake prescription opioid pills. Many people don’t know it’s in their drugs or how much there might be. That makes their risk of death much higher because even a small amount of fentanyl can cause an overdose. 
“Quote.”
Deaths and emergency visits from poisonings involving stimulants like methamphetamine and cocaine are also on the rise. It will take all of us to reverse this trend.
You can help:
· Call 911 immediately if someone is unresponsive or showing signs of overdose.
· Use fentanyl test strips when possible.
· Carry naloxone and know how to use it.
· Avoid mixing drugs, including alcohol and stimulants.
If you are a parent, it’s never too early to talk to your kids about drugs. Remember, emotional well-being is key to your child’s overall good health.
Find more info on how you can help at fentanylfacts.org. Everyone deserves to be safe and healthy.
Stay safer when you use test strips, carry naloxone, and don’t use alone. Or, don’t use at all. It’s only safe to use drugs your healthcare provider appropriately prescribed.
Media Contact:
[Name]
[Title]
[Phone Number]
[Email Address]
###
Cluster or specific uptick
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date
Headline: Cluster of opioid-related poisonings in [City/County Name]
[City, State] — [Agency] is responding to several suspected opioid poisonings in the past [period]. Emergency responders report at least XX overdoses, including X death(s), across multiple areas in [City/County].
The overdoses appear to be linked to a potent batch of synthetic opioids, possibly laced with fentanyl. In most cases, people were not aware of the drug's strength or contamination.
“Quote”
We are working closely with law enforcement, hospitals, and harm reduction organizations to identify the source of the contaminated drugs and prevent further poisonings.
You can help:
· Call 911 immediately if someone is unresponsive or showing signs of overdose.
· Use fentanyl test strips when possible.
· Carry naloxone and know how to use it.
· Avoid mixing drugs, including alcohol and stimulants.
You can pick up free naloxone kits and fentanyl test strips at [locations or clinics]. Community outreach teams will also be increasing distribution efforts in high-risk areas.
If you know any information about the source of the drugs or recent overdoses, please contact [local law enforcement or anonymous tip line].
You can find more information, resources, and support at [Health Department website].
Media Contact:
[Name]
[Title]
[Phone Number]
[Email Address]
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